
 

 

  Thorri, the fourth month of the Nordic winter, ushers in the most anticipated 

Icelandic feast: the Thorrablot.  The Icelandic Association of Utah looks forward 

to a celebratory Viking feast with family and friends, and invite all to attend!  

This yearôs event will take place at the Veteranôs Memorial Building in Spanish 

Fork. Tickets will be on sale in advance at the price of $15, and available at the 

door for $20.  

Contact the Icelandic Association of Utah today to purchase tickets. See page 5 

for an order form and Association contact information, or speak to a board 

member.  

Donôt forgetð now is the time to renew memberships for 2010! The Association 

appreciates your support through membership and event attendance. We look 

forward to sharing the Thorrablot experience with you!  
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Thorrablot Celebration 2010  

 Icelanders in Traditional Costume. Photo courtesy of Elder and Sister Koyle (see pg. 3.)  
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Gwenôs Travel to Iceland 

 My tour was set up for Icelanders 
from the Midwest.   In June 80 of us 
traveled by bus 1600 mi. around Ice-
land in seven days on a sometimes 
gravel highway completed the last 
couple of years.  The lava every-
where, geothermal activity, barren-
ness of the land, glaciers, numerous 
waterfalls, puny pastures, high cost of 
products, and low cost of woolen 
goods didnôt surprise me.  

  However, black beaches, the number 
of streams, other colored rocks in the 
gravel, sharp switchbacks on the 
newly completed mountain pass, low 
humidity, rhubarb toffee, no wash-
cloths provided, and the penchant for 
wrapping licorice around chocolate 
and visa versa did  surprise me.  Most 
of the meat available was very good 
lamb; most of the fish is exported.  
Some thought the food bland, but I 
liked it.  

  This is a picture of me in front of the 

farm sign HVOL, an ancestral farm.  A 
barn roof shows at my left near hori-
zon; the sea is about the same dis-
tance from the farm on the other side.  
The scene is typical: not much good 
farmland.  It is easy to see why they 
left.  

   We didnôt attend a church service 
on Sunday, but we had a special ser-
vice in the old Lutheran church at Hof 
on Monday (appropriate to have a 
blessing before we went over the ma-
niacal switchbacks on the mountain 
pass later).  The sod houses accentu-
ated the starkness of the old Icelandic 
lifestyle.  How could they sleep in the 
5ô bunks?  I thought Icelanders were 
tall.  

  I wanted some folksongs and old folk 
tale books but wasnôt satisfied with 
the dearth of them.  Then I learned 
that when the Lutheran church took 
over in the 1300ôs, it banned music 
and books, which destroyed most of 
that part of history.  

   The population of Iceland is about 

313,000, and they have about 80,000 
horses of 40 recognized colors.  They 
have a few cows and many sheep every-
where.    Many of the ewes were shorn 
on only the front half leaving the back 
half covered to keep the ewe warm 
enough in cold snaps to keep up the 
milk production.  

  The trip was thought provoking and 
provided definition to my roots as I had 
no foods, stories, music, or language 
passed down from grandparents, who 
immigrated in the 1880ôs.  I would  go 
again, take more pictures, not take trav-
elersô checks, and definitely TAKE A 

By Gwen Johnson  

    I Send Greetings  

Culture Corner  

Serene and warm, now southern winds come streaming  
       to waken all the billows on the ocean,  
       who crowd toward Iceland with an urgent motion ---  
       isle of my birth! where sand and surf are gleaming.  

Oh waves and winds! embrace with bold caresses  
       the bluffs of home with all their seabirds calling!  
       Lovingly, waves, salute the boats out trawling!  
       Lightly, oh winds, kiss glowing cheeks and tresses!  

Herald of spring! oh faithful thrush, who flies  
       fathomless heaven to reach our valleys, bearing  
       cargoes of song to sing the hills above:  

there, if you meet an angel with bright eyes  
       under the neat, red - tasselled cap she's wearing,  
       greet her devoutly! That's the girl I love.  

Nú andar suðrið sæla vindum þýðum,  
       á sjónum allar bárur smáar rísa  
       og flykkjast heim að fögru landi Ísa,  
       að fósturjarðar minnar strönd og hlíðum.  

Ó! heilsið öllum heima rómi blíðum  
       um hæð og sund í drottins ást og friði;  
       kyssi þið, bárur! bát á fiskimiði,  
       blási þið, vindar! hlýtt á kinnum fríðum.  

Vorboðinn ljúfi! fuglinn trúr, sem fer  
       með fjaðrabliki háa vegaleysu  
       í sumardal að kveða kvæðin þín!  

Heilsaðu einkum, ef að fyrir ber  
       engil, með húfu og rauðan   skúf, í peysu;  
       þröstur minn góður! það er stúlkan mín.  

By Jónas Hallgrímsson, spring 1844.  

   Image:  self -portrait of the poet, pen and ink 1845.  

Translation:  
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for in the world.  

   ñWe have cultivated democracy 

and human rights; we have created 

a society characterized by welfare 

and equality, education and health; 

we have developed the utilization of 

clean energy and supported re-

search and experiments that have 

added to global knowledge on the 

climate, the melting of the glaciers, 

ocean currents, land reclamation 

and the natural world. We are par-

ticipants in the cultural creativity of 

the new age; enjoy superb artists 

who enrich our lives and carry the 

good reputation of our nation far 

and wide abroadéYes, despite set-

backs and difficulties, it is our good 

fortune, my fellow countrymen, to 

live in a beautiful country that is full 

of promise,ò said Gr²msson in clos-

ing.  

Gr²mssonôs New Year Address 

correct, most Icelanders are choosing 

to pursue their educational and career 

goals within their homeland.  

  ñOlder people with longer memories 

often referred back to earlier decades 

when our people faced daunting chal-

lenges but emerged victorious,ò said 

Grímsson, urging Icelanders to work 

toward the goals of recovery with full 

force.  

  Icelandic industries were praised in 

their continued earning of foreign cur-

rency, and the year 2010 is speculated 

to be host to economic growth. Tour-

ism has remained s strong and vital. 

Environmental initiatives have kept 

Icelandôs water and energy resources 

among the purest and most well cared 

  President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson 

spoke to the people of Iceland at the 

first of the year, offering words of com-

fort and hope in a time of turmoil. Ac-

knowledging the bank crisis, unemploy-

ment rates and uncertainty about the 

future, Grímsson lauded humanitarian 

organizations and the people, citing that 

ñdemonstrating concern for oneôs fellow 

man in a practical way is still an impor-

tant part  

of the Icelandic national character.ò  

  Despite economic woes, Icelandôs un-

employment rate falls below that of 

neighboring Scandinavian countries 

Sweden and Finland. Predictions that 

Iceland would experience a mass exodus 

following the financial crisis proved in-

Abridged by Jennifer 

Henke  

A Letter From the Koyles  
Hello from Iceland!   

     Summer has gone with itsô great beauty and warmth and we are beginning to feel winter coming on.  However, 
the leaves and landscape are now all dressed up in their fall colors and everything has a different kind of beauty.  
We found that each season here in Iceland is very different, but each season brings with it magnificent beauty.  

Each experience for us here in Ice-
land is wonderful and exciting.  

        The Icelanders continue to 
struggle because of their economy, 
but they still keep a positive and 
happy attitude.  They are so helpful 
and kind, especially to us, and we 
have appreciated their thoughtful-
ness and love.  We are very thank-
ful for the blessing of being able to 
serve our Heavenly Father and the 
wonderful people here in Iceland.  
We wanted to share some of Ice-
landôs beauty so we have included 
some of our pictures.  

 

 Photo: Elder and Sister Koyle, 

missionaries in Iceland for the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter -

Day Saints sit on the shore.  


