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From the President

It is great to be able to
associate with people of
such great heritage, both
as Icelanders and

as brothers and sisters in
the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

We have had some
wonderful events over
the years: Thorroblét,
Iceland Days, and the crowning event of recent years, the
2005 celebration. | think the real blessing in all this is to
have the association with such valiant spirits who have
common values and we are able to forge eternal
relationships.

It is a blessing to be able to live in a great land with great
patriots who had the vision and strength to stand up for
what they believed and develop a country that gives us the

freedom to worship as we choose and gather and carry on
the traditions of our fathers. It is my hope that we can
continue to take our heritage seriously and be able to take
our associations to a new level.

We have many things to look forward to as an Association.
I hope | am able to help strengthen the things we have
developed to date and grow the Association.

I would especially like to extend thanks to the Association
for all the support given during my wife's passing. There
were many random acts of kindness, prayers, cards, letters
flowers, food, and spiritual strength. My family was very
grateful, and it has had a lasting impression.

May we be able to carry on the traditions of our patriot
fathers, our Icelandic pioneers, and the prophets who have
grown the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.
May we be able to have that same strength and vision in
our lives in our organization, and faith to carry on that
same tradition.

DeVon Koyle




Mark Your 2009 Calendar

T Januar Membership Drive

i Febraar 28 Thorrabl6t, Spanish Fork, Utah

m  Mai 22-23 Scandinavian Heritage Festival, in Ephraim, Utah

a Juni 26 Iceland Days Workshops, in Spanish Fork, Utah

t Jani 27 Iceland Days Family Festival, in Spanish Fork, Utah
a  Jani 28 Icelandic Heritage Fireside, in Spanish Fork, Utah

I Juli 24 Fiesta Days Parade, in Spanish Fork, Utah

Have Your Own Icelandic Reunion!
by Lin Floyd
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Have you ever
thought of holding

" your annual family
reunion during
Iceland Days? That’s
what | did this year to
familiarize my
family, descendents
of Vilborg
Thordardottir, with
their ancestor’s
homeland and
culture.

What better place to do that than at Iceland Days, with all
the various activities that are planned every year for this
annual celebration. Iceland Days, organized by the
Icelandic Association of Utah (IAU) , is held the weekend
following Fathers Day, in June.

The city park of Spanish Fork bustles with activities for all
ages. Wonderful children’s activities are available for the
kiddies to participate in while the adults can enjoy the
displays and a varied program of Icelandic music and
culture. You can even do your Christmas shopping early as
I did when I bought some lovely dolls for my ten-year-old
twin granddaughters, so they will remember their Icelandic
culture.

A reunion is easier when held in conjunction with the
Iceland Days celebration because the IAU has done most
of the planning for you with displays, programs, activities
and an authentic Icelandic lunch available to purchase.

All you need to do is invite your family members, find an
empty picnic table or bring some folding tables and lawn
chairs to group together. You’ll feel right at home having
your reunion under the shade of the trees in the park while
you recall the life and contributions of your Icelandic
ancestors.

The accompanying photo is (left-to-right) of Ethel Nielson
(great granddaughter of Vilborg Thordardottir) and Lin
Floyd (Ethel’s niece and organizer of the Johnson
Reunion).

Culture Corner

Here’s a folk song about Grandpa and Grandma. It has a
pleasant touch of humor.

Afi minn og amma min
foru Gt ad hjola.

Afi datt i drullupoll,

en amma for ad spola.

Grandpa mine and grandma mine
Went for a bicycle ride.

Grandpa fell in a puddle of mud

But grandma pedaled right through it.




Memberships and Newsletters

You set a record: 367 members in 2008! Thank you!

A member of the Icelandic Association of Utah is someone
18 years old or older who pays membership dues. A
membership can be a single membership or a family. A
family membership includes everyone living under one
roof.

Here’s a summary of members during the past seven years:

Year Members
2002 219
2003 195
2004 239
2005 145
2006 235
2007 211
2008 367

For several years now, we have mailed newsletters to more
than 630 households. In 2008, the newsletter has gone to
31 states, 3 provinces in Canada, and Iceland
80 cities in Utah and 122 cities outside of Utah

Because we don’t want to send unwanted mail, we
announced last May that, going forward, we would send
hardcopy newsletters only to those who paid dues or who
requested to remain on the mailing list.

If you receive a hardcopy of this newsletter, one of the
following occurred:
You paid membership dues in 2007
You asked to be on the mailing list, even though
you did not pay membership dues
Someone requested that you receive the newsletter

If a member of your family or a friend did not receive a
newsletter but would like to, please let us know. Send an e-
mail (jtob@mstarmetro.net) or letter.

Just as we don’t want to offend by sending unwanted mail,
neither do we want to neglect an interested western
Icelander or friend. If you have received the newsletter and
would prefer not to, let us know.

Your memberships make a difference. They help us pay
for newsletters, mailings, rent on the post-office box, gifts
for visiting Icelanders, door prizes at Thorrablét and
Iceland Days, and entries in parades.

Your membership in the Association continues through the
calendar year, ending this year on December 31, 2008.

Thanks for supporting the Icelandic Association of Utah.
Where you belong.

Having Fun in Parades

During 2008, the Association participated in five parades:
Spanish Fork’s Fiesta Days, Mona, Santaquin’s Orchard
Days, Eureka’s Silver Day, and Payson’s Onion Days.

For Fiesta Days, Brent Haymond organized a group to
carry the Icelandic flag. The youth group and Brent

marched the entire parade route in front of the
Association’s float.

The float, built by Leif and Beki Tobiasson, focused on

Iceland’s “little people,” or elves. The main purpose of the
float was to highlight our honorees, Kathleen Reilly and
Karen and Ed Anderson. Jansen Lee and Katie Ryan, along
with Ellie, Jensen, Chloe, and Kayden Tobiasson, all


mailto:jtob@mstarmetro.net

dressed in Icelandic costume, gave additional cultural
ambience to the float.

Betty Robinson, of Eureka, Utah, created the Icelandic
costumes that several teenagers and small adults have worn
in parades and at special events during the past few years.

TaRNE & ﬂ .(.11“‘;’} -
To honor Betty for her costume design and her super
support of the Icelandic Association, board members asked

Betty to ride on the float in Eureka.

Her grandchildren Andrew Midgely and Katie Ryan
modeled the costumes that Betty had created.
Granddaughter Brooklyn Ryan, who went to Iceland as a
babe-in-arms on the Iceland Tour 2000, rode along as well.
It was a treat to see the Eureka residents stand and applaud
Betty all along the parade route.

Watching the float come together, neighbors encouraged
Leif and Beki to place the float in the Santaquin parade.
They did. Their children, in Icelandic costumes that
Grandma Karolyn made, smiled along the Orchard Days
route.

The Onion Days parade was an adventure. Because
Honoree Kathleen lives in Payson, it seemed appropriate to
ask Kathleen to take the center seat on the float. She did.
Although seven costumed children began the parade with
Kathleen and Betty, only Kathleen endured the
thunderstorm that soaked her but sent others into the safety
of tow cars.

The board plans to place an entry in the Fiesta Days Parade
next year. Will you help? If so, let DeVVon know.
Volunteers make a decided difference.

Group Tour: North America to

Iceland
by David Ashby

There is a proposal to hold an Icelandic-North American
celebration at the Icelandic Emigration Centre in Hofsos,
Iceland next summer (June 5-7, 2009). Organizers are

hoping for a large number of visitors from Canada and the
United States.

Jonas Thor wants to hear from people who might be
tentatively interested in a group tour from North America
to Iceland to coincide with the Hofsds celebration.

For details, contact Jonas at jonas.thorl@gmail.com

Iceland Tour 2010
by Lil Shepherd

The next group tour to Iceland is Thursday, July 29 to
Saturday, August 7, 2010.

Some people have already placed their names on the list. If
you would like to add your name, contact Lil Shepherd at
801-798-9028 or shepfam@sfcn.org

A nonrefundable $250 deposit per person is due by August
2009. The remaining balance will be due Friday, March
16, 2010.

Although we don’t yet know the exact costs, the projected
total cost is approximately $4,500 per person. This is for a
10-day trip, which includes the following:

Roundtrip air fare from the U.S. to Iceland

Two domestic flights while we are in Iceland
(Westman Islands one day and north toAkureyri
one day)

Hotel accommaodations

All breakfasts, five lunches, three dinners

A bus tour every day with an excellent guide

A boat tour around Westman Island

Iceland Tour 2007 was a great success. We plan for
another great adventure in 2010.

You won’t find better people or places than you’ll discover
in Iceland.
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Board Members: 2008

Here are snapshots of the board members who served the Association during 2008. Thank you, team!

Top row, left-to-right: Bliss Anderson, Family History;
Blaine Ashby, Icelandic Heritage Fireside; David Ashby,
Memberships; Marilyn Ashby, Humanitarian Services;
Vina Foster, Icelandic Memorial Maintenance; Rhea Jean
Hancock, Barnakdr and Quilts

Middle row: Brent Haymond, Honorary Consul; John K
Johnson, Icelandic Days Children’s Activities and Bus
Tour; DeVon Koyle, Vice President and Thorrabl6t; Rick
Mathews, Secretary; Thelma Maria Moreland, Icelandic
Culture; Kathleen Reilly, Icelandic Pastries

Bottom row: Lil Shepherd, Tours and Honorees; Tyler
Shepherd, Iceland Days; Cory Stone, Treasurer; Jack
Tobiasson, President and Newsletters; Richard Williams,
Past President and Special Projects; Steve Williams, Sales,
Inventory, and Iceland Days Workshops

Not shown: Lacey Nielson, Outreach to Youth; Mont
Tobiasson, Webmaster; Doug Wright, Special Projects

After years of dedicated service, David Ashby and Cory
Stone have resigned from the board. David served on the
board for eighteen years, including two terms as president.
He was co-chairman of the sesquicentennial celebration in
2005. Cory served as treasurer for four years. He was a
quiet, dependable, hardworking soldier. We thank David
and Cory for their great work.

Tim Spencer of Provo, Utah has recently joined the board.
During 2009-10, he will serve as secretary and treasurer.

If you would like to serve on the board or help with special
projects, will you let us know? Many hands make light
work. And we like to spread the blessings around.




in the family while the culture withered away over

. enerations.
Home from Snorri J

During this past summer, Lyle Christensen, of EIk
Ridge, Utah spent six weeks in the Snorri Program,
Here’s his summary:

Over 100 years later, | came baxkthe first
descendant in the family to mend those lost ties
with our relatives as they taught me the Icelandic
culture. As | learned the language and interacted
with the natives, | embraced my newfound culture
while strengthening my faith at the samierie.

My great, great grandmother
left Vestmannaeyja because of
her new religious conviction.

Rejected by her family and I'll never forget that experience and will continue to

friends, she immigrated to
Utah whee she could practice her religion free
from persecution.

The most important things she brought with her
were her culture and faithThe faith stayed strong

keep those ties which were made.

Thanks, Lyle, for applying, participating and sharing.
And thanks, Asta and INL-Icelnad, for the Snorri Program.

For information on the Snorri Program, see
http://www.snorri.is/

New Book: Icelanders Gather to
Utah

Working with Hilfdan Helgason and others, David Ashby
discovered a number of discrepancies in Icelanders of Utah, a
helpful and much-used book written by Lenora Allred.

To correct the discrepancies and to provide updated
information, David wrote Icelanders Gather to Utah, a 150-
page book.

Recently published, this book provides a brief history of the
Icelanders coming to Utah, settling in Spanish Fork, and
setting about to honor their heritage.

The book contains biographical sketches on known
Icelanders who immigrated to Utah. Sketches are organized
alphabetically by Icelandic first names, an Icelandic
convention that enables you to quickly locate an ancestor.

David has donated Icelanders Gather to Utah to the Icelandic
Association of Utah. The book is now available from the
Association’s bookstore.

Reviewing Iceland Days 2008

Thanks for coming to Iceland Days 2008. A main focus was
for kids to have a good time on Saturday. Thanks to John K’s
family, we think that happened.

The workshops went well on Friday night. Well, maybe not
as well as could have been. Thelma could have used more
time to help us understand our Icelandic relatives’ hopes and
expectations when we visit abroad, and Lin could have used
more time with Vilborg’s story.

In addition, Rick, Tyler, and Lil needed a larger room to
share slides and stories about Iceland Tour 2007, Tanner
needed a bit more room for saxophones and Icelandic folk
songs, and we put away the ponnukdkur pans a bit too soon.

Perhaps next year....

Saturday’s
events went
well in the
shade at the
Spanish Fork
City Park. John
K’s family did
a super job in
organizing and
providing
Barnabaer,
activities for
the younger
folks.

We had a
terrific MC
(thanks, Tyler), smooth registration, lively action at the
Bookstore, inviting displays, and tasty food: the ever-popular




ponnukdkur, pylsur (imported Icelandic hot dogs), Kleinur
(Icelandic doughnuts) and a lamb lunch.

. Asusual, Rhea Jean’s Barnakor
was super again this year. Kathryn
Warner charmed us with her folk
songs. Steve’s family delighted us
with Ut um Graena Grundu. Vell
and Jeanne treated us to Loan and
Arbra, Darline and Lanae
delighted us with Eld Gamla
isafold, and Tanner’s sax sailed
through several Icelandic folk songs.

In addition, the honorees’ families helped us get to know
Kathleen, Karen and Ed, and Charline brought the much-
loved Icelandic sheep. One discovery: You don’t like silent
auctions. So Jody and Marilyn now have a $400 quilt.

Sunday’s enjoyable Icelandic Heritage Fireside couldn’t have
been better. Thanks, Jack C, for touching hearts.

Altogether, we had a variety of activities and entertainment, a
pleasant place to hang out, and some space to just be
ourselves. Thanks for your support. You are precious.

When is the next party? See you on June 26, 27, 28 in 2009!

Current Events

Arnaldur Indridason is Iceland’s
most successful crime novelist.
He has reached his goal to sell
five million copies of his books
worldwide. His books are more
popular in Germany than in any
other country.

From the Wikipedia: “Arnaldur
published his first book, Sons of

Dust (Synir duftsins) in 1997.... Arnaldur's books have
been published in 26 countries and have been translated
into German, Danish, English, Italian, Czech, Swedish,
Norwegian, Dutch, Finnish, Spanish, Portuguese and
French. Arnaldur received the Glass Key award, a
literature prize for the best nordic crime novel, in 2002 and
2003. He won the CWA Gold Dagger Award in 2005 for
the novel Silence of the Grave.”

Several of Arnaldur’s books are available on Amazon.com.

From the Bookstore

Quantity Item Cost  |Donation
Book: Icelanders Come to Utah, by David Ashby $18.00
Book: Fire on Ice by Fred E. Woods $13.00
Shipping each book within the US $4.00
Shipping each book internationally $9.00,
Print: Utah-Icelandic Settlement, by Cal Jolley $15.00
Lapel pin: Icelandic and US flags $5.00
T-shirts (specify the size) $10.00
“IAU” embroidered golf shirts ( medium, large, or X-large) $25.00,
An Icelandic Saga, The Utah Story 1855-2005 (a 2 CD set) $25.00,

Total

Send your order to the Icelandic Association of Utah, Box 874, Spanish Fork, UT 84660.




Remembering Ethel Mae Koyle

F On May 26, 2008, our kind, quiet Navaho

Icelander, Ethel Mae Koyle, moved on.

To some, she was Ethel Kay, a name that
caused her to smile.

Several Thorrabléts ago, Ethel Kay sat at
~ g atable in the Veteran’s Memorial

A “J Building. She gently reminded the MC

that some board members were in the kitchen, board

members who had prepared and cooked the tasty meal for

the rest of us. Appropriately, we stopped to call the
workers from the kitchen, to give them due recognition.

One of those board members was our current president,
DeVon. Thanks, Ethel Kay, for sharing him with us. He
misses you keenly.

As Ethel Kay slipped from our horizon, we said, “Oh, no!
There she goes.” But others, watching the horizon from a
different direction, clapped for joy and said, “Oh! Look!
Here she comes!”

Until we meet again.

Remembering Thora Shaw

Our talented friend Thora Leifson
Shaw slipped away on August 11,
2008.

Some of us remember Thora fondly
for her role in chairing the
Association’s sesquicentennial
celebration in 2005. She organized

events and led us carefully, with skill and precision, to and
through a successful celebration.

The splendid performers at the sesquicentennial’s
Thursday night Gala attested that Thora maintained a loyal
network of friends. They willingly responded to a
respected colleagues’ request to provide a memorable
evening for our visiting Icelandic guests and us.

Well done, Thora..
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